
 

 

CLIMATE CHANGE 

Climate change is a global challenge that demands a global solution.  It is of the greatest threats facing our planet, and the United 
States is taking significant action to meet this challenge. Under President Obama, the U.S. has done more to reduce greenhouse 
gas emissions than ever before, and is demonstrating its commitment to lead through robust domestic action including historic 

investments in clean energy, stringent vehicle and appliance efficiency standards, and comprehensive clean energy and climate 
legislation that is making its way through Congress.  But no nation can solve this crisis on its own.  
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EPA Rejects Claims of Flawed Climate Science Press release, Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), July 29, 2010.     
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Promoting the Dialogue: Climate Change and U.S. Ground Forces by Christine Parthemore, Center for a  
 New American Security. April 7, 2010. 15p. 
 
Climate of Risk by Michael Renner in World Watch, January/February 2010.    
 
Secretary Clinton Calls for Broad Operational Agreement on Climate Change Op-ed, Dec., 15, 2009(IHT).   
  
The U.S. is on Board Op-ed - U.S. Secretary of State in International Herald Tribune (IHT), Dec., 15, 2009.   
 

               Global Conversations on Climate - Facebook – Join, Share, Act   
 Ambassador Huebner’s Earth Day Blog 

 

   AMERICAN REFERENCE CENTER 

      U.S. EMBASSY WELLINGTON 

http://newzealand.usembassy.gov/ 

http://newzealand.usembassy.g
ov 

 

AUGUST  
2010 

http://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/bams-state-of-the-climate/2009.php
http://www1.ncdc.noaa.gov/pub/data/cmb/bams-sotc/climate-assessment-2009-lo-rez.pdf
http://www.noaanews.noaa.gov/stories2010/20100728_stateoftheclimate.html
http://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/sotc/?report=global
http://www.gao.gov/new.items/d10818.pdf
http://www.gao.gov/new.items/d10818.pdf
http://www.environmentmagazine.org/Archives/Back%20Issues/July-August%202010/human-identity-full.html
http://www.nap.edu/catalog.php?record_id=12877
http://www8.nationalacademies.org/onpinews/newsitem.aspx?RecordID=12877
http://yosemite.epa.gov/opa/admpress.nsf/6427a6b7538955c585257359003f0230/56eb0d86757cb7568525776f0063d82f!OpenDocument
http://www.pbl.nl/en/publications/2010/Assessing-an-IPCC-assessment.-An-analysis-of-statements-on-projected-regional-impacts-in-the-2007-report.html
http://www.pbl.nl/en/news/pressreleases/2010/20100705-Key-findings-of-IPCC-on-regional-climate-change-impacts-overall-considered-well-founded.html
http://www.pewclimate.org/docUploads/business-case-for-climate-legislation-06-2010.pdf
http://www.state.gov/g/143563.htm
http://www.brookings.edu/~/media/Files/rc/reports/2010/0422_climate_change_poverty/0422_climate_change_poverty.pdf
http://www-wds.worldbank.org/external/default/WDSContentServer/WDSP/IB/2010/04/13/000158349_20100413131732/Rendered/PDF/WPS5270.pdf
http://www.state.gov/g/140258.htm
http://www.state.gov/p/wha/rls/rm/2010/140235.htm
http://www.cnas.org/files/documents/publications/Promoting_Dialogue_ClimateChange&GroundForces_Parthemore_April2010_code408_workingpaper.pdf
http://www.thefreelibrary.com/Climate+of+risk%3A+climate+warming+demands+fresh+thinking+about...-a0215723514
http://www.state.gov/r/pa/prs/ps/2009/dec/133557.htm
http://www.state.gov/secretary/rm/2009a/12/133559.htm
http://www.facebook.com/ConversationsClimate
http://blogs.newzealand.usembassy.gov/ambassador/2010/05/happy-earth-day/


 

MAJOR U.S. GOVERNMENT REPORTS ON CLIMATE CHANGE AND ENERGY:     

Global Climate Change Impacts in the U. S. / EIA Annual Energy Outlook 2009 / Climate Change – State Dept. 

   
Financing Global Climate Change Mitigation Economic Commission for Europe, (June?) 2010.  Note: 193p. 
 
Fifth U.S. Climate Action Report U.S. Dept of State, June 1, 2010.         
          
Strong Evidence on Climate Change Underscores Need for Actions to Reduce Emissions and Begin Adapting to 
Impacts National Academies news release, May 19, 2010. This announces the release of three major reports:   

- Limiting the Magnitude of Future Climate Change National Research Council, May 2010.  258p.      
- Adapting to the Impacts of Climate Change National Research Council, May 2010.  325p. 
- Advancing the Science of Climate Change National Research Council, May 2010.  506p. 
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 Research, December 9, 2009.   
 
Assessing the Benefits of Avoided Climate Change: Cost-Benefit Analysis and Beyond Pew Center on 

Global Climate Change. May 2010.  Note: 252p. 
 
Climate Change Indicators in the United States U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, April 2010. 80p.  
          
The Global Climate Change Regime Backgrounder, Council on Foreign Relations, April 20, 2010.       
 
Climate Change and Urban Utilities: Challenges and Opportunities by Alexander Danilenko et al.  World 

Bank, April 2010.  84p. 
 
Human Health Impacts on Climate Change   National Institutes of Health, April 22, 2010. 
Impacts of Climate-Change Legislation: A Look at Troubling Numbers National Grain and Feed  
 Association, December 29, 2009.       
 
NOAA: 2009 Global Temperatures Well Above Average; Slightly Above-Average for U.S. National Oceanic and 
 Atmospheric Administration, December 8, 2009.     
 
Greenhouse Gas Emissions from Aviation and Marine Transportation: Mitigation Potential and Policies Pew 
 Center on Global Climate Change, December 2009.  56p.   Summary           

The World Trade Organization and Climate Change: Challenges and Options by Gary Hufbauer & Jisun Kim.  
 Peterson Institute for International Economics, September 2009, 17p. 

U.S. GOVERNMENT STATEMENTS - AMERICA.GOV:  

Earth Day 2010 @ America.gov / Impacts of Climate Change: Water / Energy and Environment 

Energy Efficiency: The First Fuel   

Climate Experts Debate Open Forum - Who is Right?   

eJournal USA: Climate Change Perspectives  / eJournal USA: 21st-Century Agriculture 

Adaptation Critical to Agriculture in Already Changing Climate  

New Policies Help U.S. Address Climate Change  April 5, 2010. 

Obama Administration Recording Greenhouse Gas Emissions  March 24, 2010. 

Climate Change Impact on Water Already Affects Nations Worldwide  March 18, 2010. 

Adaptation and the Copenhagen Accord December 29, 2009.  

Obama Calls Climate Change Accord an Important Milestone December 19, 2009. 

Obama’s Remarks at Copenhagen Summit on Climate Change December 18, 2009.     

Health Threat Allows U.S. Agency to Regulate Greenhouse Gases December 2009. 
 
U.S. GOVERNMENT FACT SHEETS:  

Chair’s Summary April 18-19 meeting of the Major Economies Forum on Energy and Climate: 6th Meeting of the 

Leaders’ Represent. of the Major Economies Forum U.S. Dept. of State, April 19. 2010.  

White House Fact Sheet on Clean Energy Technology Announcements December 14, 2009.  

President Obama Challenges Americans to Lead the Global Economy in Clean Energy October 23, 2009.   

The Pittsburgh Summit: Acting on our Global Energy and Climate Change Challenges White House, Sept.25, 2009. 

Clean Energy Technology Fact Sheet 22 April, 2009. 
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EARTH DAY 2010  
April 22  

"Today, environmental awareness and activism are on the rise across the world – proof that Earth Day’s 
teachings have begun to change all of us, and change the environment we share. We have come a long way 

these last 40 years, but we have so much more to do. And we need your help to do it."  
-- Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton, April 19, 2010 

EARTH DAY: THE U.S. COMMITMENT 

President Obama Challenges Americans to Take Action to Improve the Environment in Honor of the 40th 
Anniversary of Earth Day - "[Even] though we’ve made significant progress, there is much more to do. And as we 
continue to tackle our environmental challenges, it’s clear that change won’t come from Washington alone. It will come from 
Americans across the country who take steps in their own homes and their own communities to make that change happen." 
Read the full transcript | Watch video message  

Secretary Clinton's Remarks on the 40th Anniversary of Earth Day - "The Obama administration has taken concrete 
steps toward achieving these goals. Under the President’s leadership, the United States has reengaged in international 
climate negotiations and we are more aggressively working to reduce our greenhouse gas emissions. And at the State 
Department, we are elevating environmental issues in our diplomatic relationships and forging new partnerships to better 
engage on those global challenges."          Read the full transcript | Watch video message  

Creating a 21st Century Strategy for America's Outdoors - President Obama signed a Presidential Memorandum 
launching the America’s Great Outdoors Initiative today, which focuses on promoting community-level efforts to conserve 
outdoor spaces.  

Obama Hails Climate Change Accord as an Important Milestone - President Obama worked closely with major world 
leaders at the U.N. Climate Change Conference in Copenhagen during marathon negotiating sessions to make ―a meaningful 
and unprecedented breakthrough‖ in confronting global climate change.  

Bold and Decisive Action against Climate Change Called for by President Obama - The President recognized the 
responsibility and role the United States has to play in addressing climate change as the world's largest economy and as the 
world's second largest emitter, noting that America intends to meet that responsibility by renewing our leadership within 
international climate change negotiations and working with other nations to phase out fossil fuel subsidies.  

Clinton Urges Broad Operational Agreement on Climate Change – The Secretary of State urged international 
negotiators in Copenhagen to reach a broad operational agreement to combat climate change. In an op-ed published by the 
International Herald Tribune, the Secretary laid out a way forward that will promote sustainable development by moving the 
world toward a low-carbon economy. 

Press Briefing by U.S. Special Envoy for Climate Change - In his December 14 press briefing, Special Envoy for 
Climate Change Todd Stern discusses the U.S. commitment to a new international program called Climate REDI, a quick-
start technology initiative through the Major Economies Forum, intended to reduce emissions, save households money and 
fight energy poverty.  

Americans Praise the Copenhagen Accord White House, December 21, 2009 (excerpts from views of a range of 
American individuals and organizations on the outcome of the Copenhagen conference on climate change).   

Accommodating Migration to Promote Adaptation to Climate Change by John Barnett & Michael Webber.  World 
Bank, April 2010.  64p. 

President Obama Marks 40th Anniversary of Earth Day  The White House. April 12, 2010. 

Earth Day 2010: Take Action; Commit to Clean Energy Future FEMA Program,  April 2010.               
 

U.S. Department of Energy Celebrates the 40th Earth Day April 2010. 
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Earth Day and EPA History U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. April 2010. 

Emerging Leaders: How the Developing World is Starting a New Era of Climate Change Leadership World Wildlife 
 Fund.  2010.  15p. 

Report of the Conference of the Parties on its 15th Session, Held in Copenhagen from 7-19th December, 2009 
 U.N. Framework Convention on Climate Change. March 30, 2010.  43p. 

DOE CELEBRATES THE 40th Earth Day. [U.S. Dept.of Energy]. April 14, 2010.  Schedule of Events – 1p. 

Earth Day 2010 Los Alamos National Laboratory.  April 2010. 

Every Day is Earth Day at NASA National Aeronautics and Space Administration, April 2010. 

Gaylord Nelson and Earth Day  The Nelson Institute for Environmental Studies. April 2010. 

Rachel Louise Carson: Mother of the Modern Environmental Movement Wilderness Society. 2010.  1p. 

Tips for Going Green The White House, April 2010. 

Climate Change Perspectives eJournal USA, September 2009 - offers perspectives of experts and activists in several key 
countries on effective policies to curb greenhouse gas emissions to mitigate global warming and adapt to irreversible 
changes, and features an introduction by U.S. special envoy Todd Stern. eJournal USA is an electronic journal of the Bureau 
of International Information Programs, U.S. Department of State. 

COP-15: THE UNITED NATIONS’ ANNUAL MEETING ON CLIMATE CHANGE  

December 7-18, 2009 

“(T)here is no time to waste. America has made our choice. We have charted our course, we have made our commitments, and we 
will do what we say. Now, I believe that it’s time for the nations and people of the world to come together behind a common 
purpose.  We must choose action over inaction; the future over the past – with courage and faith, let us meet our responsibility to 

our people, and to the future of our planet.”    - President Barack Obama December 18, 2009 

The 15th Session of the Conference of Parties to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change 
(UNFCCC) – UN Annual Meeting on Climate Change (COP-15) – Global Issues, December 30, 2009 -- brought 
together delegates from 192 countries met in Copenhagen, Denmark from December 7–18 2009 to discuss climate change 
and map out a strategy for reducing global carbon dioxide (CO2) emissions. United Nations Climate Change Conference 
Copenhagen 2009 (COP15) - news and comprehensive information about the event, including calendar, climate facts, 
blog, and debate forums / COP-15  /The U. S. at COP-15 on America.govCOP-15 FAQs / COP15- Facebook  

THE U.S. COMMITMENT TO CLIMATE CHANGE CHALLENGE - DOMESIC LEADERSHIP  

Recovery Act: The U.S. is investing more than $80 billion in clean energy through its Recovery Act – including the largest-
ever investment in renewable energy, which will double our generation of clean renewable energy like wind and solar in 
three years. 

Efficiency Standard for Automobiles: President Obama announced the first ever joint fuel economy / greenhouse gas 
emissions standards for cars and trucks in May. The new standards are projected to save 1.8 billion barrels of oil over the 
life of the program with a fuel economy gain averaging more than 5 percent per year and a reduction of approximately 900 
million metric tons in greenhouse gas emissions.  

Advancing Comprehensive Energy Legislation: Passing comprehensive energy and climate legislation is a top priority 
for the Administration and significant progress has been made. In June, The U.S. House of Representatives passed the  

American Clean Energy and Security Act that will promote clean energy investments and lower U.S. greenhouse gas 
emissions more than 80 percent by 2050. The Senate continues to advance their efforts to pass comprehensive legislation 
and move the U.S. closer to a system of clean energy incentives that create new energy jobs, reduce our dependence on oil, 
and cut pollution.  

Appliance Efficiency Standards: The Obama Administration has forged more stringent energy efficiency standards for 
commercial and residential appliances, including microwaves, kitchen ranges, dishwashers, light bulbs and other common 
appliances. This common sense approach makes improved efficiency a manufacturing requirement for the everyday 
appliances used in practically every home and business, resulting in a significant reduction in energy use. Altogether, about 
two dozen new energy efficiency standards will be completed in the next few years. 

Offshore Energy Development: Within the Administration’s first 100 days, a new regulatory framework was established 
to facilitate the development of alternative energy projects in an economic and environmentally sound manner that allows 
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us to tap into the vast energy potential of the Outer Continental Shelf (OCS). The National Renewable Energy Lab estimates 
that development of wind energy alone on the OCS may provide an additional 1,900 gigawatts of clean energy to the U.S.   

Greenhouse Gas Inventory Rule: For the first time, the U.S. will catalogue greenhouse gas emissions from large 
emission sources – an important initial step toward measurable and transparent reductions. 

INTERNATIONAL LEADERSHIP  

The Major Economies Forum (MEF): President Obama launched the MEF in March 2009, creating a new dialogue among 
developed and emerging economies to combat climate change and promote clean energy. At the July L’Aquila summit, MEF 
Leaders announced important new agreements to support the UN climate talks and launched a new Global Partnership to 
promote clean energy technologies. 

Eliminating Fossil Fuel Subsidies: The President spearheaded an agreement at the Pittsburgh G20 summit for all G20 
nations to phase out their fossil fuel subsidies over the medium term and to work with other countries to do the same. Asia-
Pacific Economic Cooperation nations followed the G20 lead at their summit in Singapore, expanding the number of 
countries committing to these subsidies. According to the International Energy Agency, this measure alone could reduce 
global greenhouse gas emissions 10 percent or more by 2050. 

Bilateral Energy and Climate Partnerships: The U.S. is accelerating its collaboration with China, India, Mexico, Canada 
and other key international partners to combat climate change, coordinate clean energy research and development, and 
support the international climate talks.  

Energy and Climate Partnership for the Americas: President Obama proposed a partnership with our neighbors in the 
western hemisphere to advance energy security and combat climate change. An early product of this cooperation is Chile’s 
Renewable Energy Center, which receives technical support from the U.S. Department of Energy. 

Phasing Down HFCs (Hydrofluorocarbons): The U.S. joined Canada and Mexico in proposing to phase-down HFC 
emissions, a very potent greenhouse gas, in developed and developing countries under the Montreal Protocol. This 
represents a down payment of about 10% of the emission reductions necessary to cut global greenhouse gas emissions to 
half their current levels by 2050. 
 

PHOTO GALLERY  

Climate Change Today - Carbon dioxide emitted into the atmosphere by human activities is causing changes in Earth's 

surface temperature, rainfall and sea level that are measurable now, new research says, and that will continue for the next 
thousand years. 

Eight Technologies That Mitigate Climate Change on America.gov 
 
Understanding Climate Modeling - Everything scientists know about the future of Earth’s climate comes from models ― 
computer programs that use mathematical equations to describe how the atmosphere, water, land, living things and energy 
from the sun affect each other and the climate. Find out how scientists are using models to predict changes in sea level, 
global temperature, weather and more. 

A Timeline of Environmental Treaties – The United States, whose pollution control laws serve as models for other 

nations, remains a leader in identifying, mitigating and remediating environmental hazards.  During the past half century, 
we learned we share a fragile biosphere.   Our view of life on Earth, whether through a microscope or from a space station, 
is colored by the knowledge that everyday human activities can threaten our future.   

This list of key environmental treaties shows how nations are working together, politically and scientifically, to safeguard our 
planet and respond to a global threat. 
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Hearing before the U.S. Senate Committee on Energy and Natural Resources, September 15, 2009. 
 
Climate Change and Ensuring that America Leads the Clean Energy Transformation Hearing, U.S. Senate 
Committee on Environment and Public Works, August 6, 2009 
 
Climate Services: Solutions from Commerce to Communities Hearing, U.S. Senate Committee on Commerce, Science 
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Greenhouse Gas Legislation: Summary and Analysis of H.R. 2454 as Reported by the House Committee on 
Energy and Commerce June 17, 2009. 

 
Addressing Global Climate Change: The Road to Copenhagen Hearing before the U.S. Senate Committee on Foreign 
Relations, January 28, 2009. The witness is Albert A. Gore Jr. 
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Clean Air Issues in the 111th Congress May 18, 2010.    

EPA Regulation of Greenhouse Gases: Congressional Responses and Options April 28, 2010. 

International Agreements on Climate Change: Selected Legal Questions April 12, 2010.                     
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Changes in the Arctic: Background and Issues for Congress by Ronald O’Rourke.  March 30, 2010.     

Deforestation and Climate Change March 24, 2010.      

Climate Change and the EU Emissions Trading Scheme (ETS): Looking to 2020 January 26, 2010. 

A U.S.-Centric Chronology of the International Climate Change Negotiations January 7, 2010. 

An Overview of Greenhouse Gas (GHG) Control Policies in Various Countries. November 30, 2009.  

Comparison of Climate Change Adaptation Provisions in S. 1733 & H.R. 2454 November 12, 2009.   

Status of the Copenhagen Climate Change Negotiations November 5, 2009. 

Climate Change: Comparison of the Cap-and-Trade Provisions in H.R. 2454 and S. 1733 by Brent D. Yacobucci et 
 al. CRS, November 5, 2009.  58p 
Terminology, Reporting, and Summary of U.S. Fossil Fuel Resources CRS, October 20, 2009.  23p. 
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ADAPTING TO A CHANGING CLIMATE 
 
Forecasting Advances Help Nations Adapt to Climate Variability - As the fledgling 2009–2010 El Niño warms the 
waters of the central and eastern tropical Pacific, weakens trade winds and modifies tropical rainfall patterns, some regions 
that are most vulnerable to this climate phenomenon are doing something that only recently has become possible.   

U.S. Institute Helps Developing Nations Put Climate Data to Use - As climate variability drives alterations in the 

physical environment, it is increasingly critical that all nations — especially the most vulnerable — are able to understand 
and harness climate and weather data in their efforts to adapt to a changing planet.  Since 1996, a research institute 
established as a cooperative agreement between the U.S. National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) and 
Columbia University in New York City has embraced this mission.    

CLIMATE CHANGE AND HEALTH 

Prepare for Health Effects of Climate Change, World Experts Urge - Recognition of the link between climate change 
and health is growing and driving efforts of those who are the front-line responders ― public health professionals ― to make 
sure health care systems and global populations are prepared for the worst.  Scientists worldwide agree that climate is 
changing as a result of human activity, and climate influences the biological functions basic to life.   

MITIGATING EFFECTS OF CLIMATE CHANGE 

Global Partnerships Speed Climate Change Technology Development - Rising atmospheric concentrations of 
greenhouse gases like carbon dioxide (CO2) are having an impact on more than just the climate system. The critical need to 
mitigate this growing problem is beginning to change the way nations share technology-development information, costs and 
efforts.   

International Collaboration Key to Mitigating Climate Change - Human activities, especially those that burn fossil 
fuels and emit planet-warming carbon dioxide, are driving changes in the climate system. Mitigating these changes and 
their potentially disastrous effects is stimulating a new kind of technology cooperation among governments, industries and 
institutions.   

SHARE YOUR THOUGHT 

Facebook: A Global Conversation on Climate: Join, Share, Act - The climate is changing. What will it cost to confront 
the problem? What is the cost of inaction? Join the conversation and discuss alternative courses of action on Facebook 
today.   

Adaptation! Blog: Reducing the Impact of Climate Change - A daily report on the U.S. actions in COP-15 by Cheryl 
Pellerin, a science writer who covers climate change, infectious diseases and space exploration for the State Department’s 
America.gov website.  

What Science is Telling Us about the Climate-Change Challenge White House blog post by John P. Holdren, Assistant 
to the President for Science and Technology and Director of the Office of Science and Tech. Policy, September 29, 2009.      

ARTICLES & REPORTS 

Gloom Awaits U.S. Climate Diplomacy Brief analysis by Michael A. Levi, Council on Foreign Relations, July 23, 2010.    

Climate Change - UNEP – A Vision for 2010-2013 
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 by Frank Rusco.  U.S. Government Accountability Office, March 18, 2010. 19p. 
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 Concerned Scientists, March 11, 2010. The text of the letter with list of signatories. (76p.) Summary 

Americans’ Global Warming Concerns Continue to Drop Gallup, March 11, 2010.    

Who’s Winning the Clean Energy Race? Growth, Competition and Opportunity in the World’s Largest Economies 
 Pew Charitable Trusts, March 2010.  44p.   Summary   

Driving Growth: How Clean Cars and Climate Policy Can Create Jobs Natural Resources Defense Council, March 
 2010.  20p.  Summary    

A Warming World: Global Temperature Update / News release February 23, 2010.       

Alternative Views on Climate Change by Toni Johnson. Council on Foreign Relations, February 23, 2010. 
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